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OFFICE HOURS PARK OFFICE PARK MANAGER
Monday thru Friday 3113 S.R. 580 Karen Barker
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Website: www.amberglades.com

amberglades@mailll.com

AMBER GLADES HOA MEETING IS 1ST TUESDAY OF THE MONTH.
Corporation Directors

President & Complaints.....Norm Goldberg #366 215-913-4877
Vice-President..................... Audrey Lawrence #140 609-576-3503
Secretary ........cceceeveueeennne. Vacant (Vickie Elliott Vacancy)
Treasurer ........ccccceeeeneeee Pat Peterman #205 618-960-9284
Tom Flood........cccvveurennennn. Corporate Director #33 773-882-3423
AnnMarie Tiernan.............. Corporate Director #57 510-919-1079
VacancCy .....ccoeeeeeeenniieeennnnne Corporate Director (ML Vacancy)

CORRECTION FROM LAST MONTH NEWSLETTER:

The next HOA Board Meeting will be May 3, 2022. This will be the last meeting until
October 4, 2022.

All HOA members are invited to attend the HOA meetings. There is a question-and-answer
session after the regular meeting of the board. The meeting is held in the Clubhouse. Beginning
January 2022, dues were due at the rate of $15.00/year. There is still time to pay. Dues must
be paid prior to attending HOA meetings.

AMBER GLADES SOCIAL COMMITTEE MEETING
IS THE 1ST WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH:

2021-2022 AMBER GLADES SOCIAL COMMITTEE

Chairperson................ Linda Silvie #240 828-773-2166
Co-Chairperson............ Janet Fether #34 727-474-7978
Secretary................... Kathy Opel #281 210-417-2060
Treasurer................... Nancy Coutts #273 705-717-3263
Entertainment............. Traci Timm #203 727-244-1233

The next Social Committee Meeting will be held May 4, 2022. This will be the last
meeting until October 5, 2022.
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ROOF-OVERS--727-547-8300

o 163A S C

Aluminum Specialty Contractors, Inc
“Quality Done Right”
7420 Park Blvd. * Pinellas Park

m'.f

SAVE 10%

expires 5/15/22

\ John 3:16

visit: www.ascaluminum.com

("Our Owner Has Been Serving Pinellas County Since 1980." ) 28]

V|$|t our Manufactured Home Showroom

Summelr m@ﬁma a -

NO Subcontractors *

"Ask Your Neighbors About Us."” @

@ o We) Specialize)in)
| MI@BIILE]
ggJES

EMERGENCY
SERVICE AVAILABLE

* Family Owned & Operated
* Surge Protection S
* Ceiling Fan Wiring

* Panel Upgrade & Repair

FREE ESTIMATES

(791 '1 308) Diagnosing & repairs will

be charged accordingly.

Senior & Military DISCOUNTS
www.bosselectriccorp com

* L mj" Lic. EC13005634

Bonded & Insured m
AMBER GLADES ADVOCATE MAY, 2022 N

CONDITIONING

& HOME SERVICES Inc.

—
XM -

A/c & Heat $4@}»@

Inspection

or Service Diagnostic

Coupon required at time of service during regular
u)usmess hours & cannot be combined with other oﬁers_.J

+ Ductwork Repair/Replace: FREE QUOTE ¢
* HONEST and FAIR - SAME DAY SERVICE
* FREE Estimates on A/C Installations

® x 541-5541 =&

www.modernac.com
ALL BRANDS ¢ Since 1976 « CACO 21320



http://www.ascaluminum.com/
http://bosselectriccorp.com/

CASH NOW

WE COME TO YOU!!
We Buy Clean Quality

'ﬂ@zﬁ: 98-2921

(NOBODY PAYS MORE ]

Drywood Termite
- Treatments -

Without Tenting

* No Roof Damage
* No Move-Out
* No Odor 3

Other Services ™

* Rodent Control

* Subterranean Termite
Treatments
* Once-A-Year Pest Control

STCON
727.765:2552 "giﬁﬁf“g‘ggggfs

@ * Convenient « Family Owned
Serving Pinellas County Since 1993 [[j
* 8026 27th Ave. N., St. Pete, FL 33710

Sandy’s
Interior Solutions

Over 15 Years Experience:
« De-Clutter
» Organizing
» Down Sizing

- Merging Households
« Clean-out Services

727-916-1116

Senior & Veteran Discount
Rates quoted hourly or by the project

SandysInteriorSolutions.com
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Note from The HOA Board of Directors

P lease take a few minutes to review the information below. The HOA would like to keep

all residents abreast of updates/changes within your community —

-The Visitor Call Box was replaced at the main entrance. Residents/Guests using the
keypad area must remember if it’s a 1 digital house number to place two zero’s in front
of the residents house number and one zero if it’s two numbers. There was no way to
bypass this process. A # is no longer required.

- As a reminder, residents’ guests should not be bringing their pet into the community.
It has been reported this is starting to occur with many residents. This information is
listed in your Prospectus.

- A flyer was issued from the office regarding The Clubhouse & overflow parking.

The clubhouse area and overflow parking is intended for Clubhouse events and

pool parking only. Permanent parking of any kind, in the overflow parking areas is
prohibited. If you are currently parking your vehicle in the overflow parking, please
move your vehicle and return your pass to the office. Parking your vehicle in the
overflow parking lot can occur between 11p and 9a. There should be no parking in
front of the clubhouse area during those hours. Should you have any questions, please
contact the Community Office.

- There has been speculation that someone on the board may be receiving benefits
from Spectrum based on the offer provided to the community. No board member is
receiving any such benefits from this program. Spectrum offered a special based on
how many residents are in our community. Even though the majority of the residents
were interested in the offer, we have also heard the residents’ concerns who are not.
The special offered to Amber Glades by Spectrum is being removed from the board’s
current and/or future agenda. There will be no pass through extended during the next
rent negotiations. If anything should change, we will update the residents, prior to any
changes for a vote.

- There continues to be discussion on Facebook regarding the speed bumps being
removed from Diamond. Please be aware, this was something that a previous board
president requested from management. Unfortunately, it is not something that your
current board can amend or change.

- Currently the board is taking names for individuals who may be interested in joining
the HOA Board. We have two positions available, the Secretary position and a
Director position. Please contact Norman Goldberg or Audrey Lawrence if interested.

We would like to take the time to thank ML Faiola for her many years of service in her
number of roles over the years. ML has been a key part of the board and we appreciate all she
brought to the board!! We wish ML the best as she now takes time for herself.

We would also like to extend a thank you to Vickie Elliott for her past year of service. Your
contribution has been appreciated and invaluable. We would like to wish Vickie the best in her
new role with her employer!

Please reach out to Patty Peterman or put you check/money in the dues box next to the

sliding doors at the clubhouse if you’re interested in becoming an HOA member. Your annual
...continued on page 6
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costis $15 per year. Our next scheduled board meeting is on Tuesday, May 4th at 7p. That will
be our last board meeting until the fall. The board will still be available and will continue to
meet with the park manager to discuss concerns and/or suggestions.

Management continues to review and investigate concerns and reminds residents to contact
the office with individual concerns so that they may take appropriate action.

To everyone who plays a part to help a child succeed, or even your adult child —

Happy Mother’s Day!

NOTE: The Amber Glades Community Police Officers are from Pinellas County Sheriff‘s
Office. If there is an EMERGENCY, please call 911. If it is a non-emergency, please call
727-582-6200.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES:

May 8 — Mothers’ Day Breakfast }O‘Q@%H".l !l !

May 28 — Memorial Day Picnic
June 11 - Luau Summer Party
June 19 - Fathers’ Day Brunch

THANKSGIVING DINNER

If we are to have a Thanksgiving Dinner this year, we need a Chairperson and volunteers!!

Please contact Linda Silvie, 828/773-2166 or Jan Fether at 727/474-7978 if you are
interested in chairing this event.

WELCOME COMMITTEE NEWS M e
jco

ew residents for the past month: Dolores Beadle #104;
NPatricia and Elmer Nair #149; Anne Marie Brackett #171;
Lynne Matija #212; Toni Ann Calbom and Concetta
Canfield #223; Timothy and Lisa Swan #394; Donald and Wendy Dion #404 and Brian and
Jean Haley #41.
PLEASE MAKE THESE NEW RESIDENTS FEEL WELCOME!

SUNSHINE COMMITTEE NEWS ,ﬁ

¢ need your help in knowing if someone is sick or has a loss in their ‘f( . <
family. Please call Beverly at 727-796-7861 with that information so N =

she can get a card out to them.

6 AMBER GLADES ADVOCATE MAY, 2022 N



% )

"’ IIIIIIFRI-II'IMI:

Generation
Quallty Workmanship Honest Pricing

e Vapor / Moisture Barrier
 Underhome Encapsulated Insulation
e Hurricane Tie-Down Anchors KRS

To our valued customers:

Specialis*

Our top priority is the health and safety of our employees and our customers. Our employees are
closely following the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) guidelines and recommendations, like
frequent hand washing, social distancing, and staying home if they are feelingill.

We have taken steps to limit exposure to the virus by making our customers aware that there is no
need to have any contact with our employees if you choose to do so. Our business falls under the
state’s guidelines as “Essential Business”.

We want to build a great relationship with you. Call today for your Free Inspection. (800) 377-7885

Stay Safe and Continued Good Health.
Underhome Armor Family

LIC. #
\WelKeep]rodents¥snakes) L L A 1H-1110636
e (Al G

Office Location: | ™ rea" F
12355 62nd SEN | 1.
Unit B e
Largo, FL 33773 | | uct o™

ESTIMATES &
SMILES ALWAYS FREE
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http://underhomearmor.com/

SUMMER ACTIVITIES

e will continue to have Koffee Klatch, Bunco, Coloring & Horses “* 3 »
as long as there is enough attendance. Crafts will be cancelled 1 2 T
until Fall. UL

KOFFEE KLATCH

offee Klatch is every Tuesday at 9:00 am. at the Clubhouse. Coffee will be
free, but goodies (Donuts, Muffins, or Coffee Cake) are $1.00. Please join
us for a fun hour of worldly chatter and banter

BUNCO gL b
‘ x J ¢ are playing in the Clubhouse on Tuesdays at 1:00 p.m. Cost to play

is $2.00. For more information, contact Beverly Whitstine, Lot 27,
727-796-7861.

HORSES BOARD GAME

The board game Horses is Thursday nights at 6:30 pm. If you aren’t familiar with the

game, it is easy to learn and everyone is welcome. Players should bring those nickels
and dimes to play the game. For more information, contact Beverly Whitstine, Lot 27,
727-796-7861.

CRAFTS

C ancelled until Fall.

COLORING

Coloring is Tuesdays at 11 am and Thursdays at 1 pm. All are welcome and if you don’t

color but do painting or other art forms or just want to watch us and visit, please come
on up. If you don’t have coloring supplies, we will provide you with them. You are
welcome to bring a sack lunch.

8 AMBER GLADES ADVOCATE MAY, 2022 N



L7 PEST CONTROL

Available Services

« Inside, Outside & Underneath

« Drywood & Subterranean
Termite Treatments

- Flea, Tick, & Mosquito Control

« Rodent Control

« Bee Removal

Household Pest Control" - *35 every 2 months

* Does not cover all services

L@*Ucensed NN 727-535-2629 )22

HURRICANE ANCHORS ‘ '

LE ELING&BLOCKING» [ 'R

* Add Anchors + Carport Strapping | fatiett® |
* Longitudinal Stabilizing

* Replace Rusted Anchors

* Retro-fit to Current State Standards

insured + Bonded 97 330 782'

State Lic. IH/102459/1

558 [ F10RIDAANCHOR AND BARRIER CONPANY]

SERVICE TODAY!
UPFRONT, FLAT-RATE PRICING - NO SURPRISES.

v/ Toilets Repaired and Replaced
v/ Sinks & Faucets Repaired and Replaced
v/ Water Heaters Repaired and Replaced

v/ Leaky Pipe Repairs
v/ Water Line Repairs
+/ Drain Pipe Relining

+/ Drain Clearing
v/ Drain Jetting
v/ Rooter Services

-

ey

Performance"Handyman

SERVICES
Business Lic #: 116615
. M"
Fixture S
Change Outs )
Home Repairs
i-;

Whole House Projects
Odd Jobs & e

727-619-3304

L
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Buy/Gunsi&Ammo

as Today + No Auctions - No Waiting

TIRA E)ER: \
Fully Licensed FFL <=
Honest « Ethical « Local Dealer

We Handle All Paperwork « House Calls Available

i

5697 34th St. N. (US19N) St. Petersburg
@i\( 727-888-6419 [1]

0000129852-01

www.GunTraderDen.com


http://floridaanchorandbarrier.com
http://www.bugginoutpc.com/
http://www.rayduncanplumbinginc.com/

P IPIPIPIPIPIP I I I
BRAIN FREEZE STATION a

Ice Cream novelties will continue to be sold for $1.00 before each Social Club

Meeting. Stop by for a treat between 6-6:45 pm. May 4 will be the last time until
Fall.

FOOD DRIVE NEWS

‘ ’ J ¢ are still picking up food pantry items every Saturday at 12 noon. If you have any

questions, contact Liz Johnson, (618) 792-6555.

COMMUNITY KITCHEN: O e
L e

any of our residents are unaware of what a beautiful kitchen we = 77 el

Mhave! The Community Center, including the kitchen facilities ﬁ

are available to you, with a deposit to the office, as long as it

is not reserved for another function. All we ask is that you leave it as clean as it was when

you began your activity. Please contact the office to reserve the Community Center and all its

amenities 727-725-1811 (Samantha) or email at amberglades@mail.com

WALKERS AND WHEELCHAIRS:
We have walkers and wheelchairs available for our Amber Glades

community to borrow whenever needed, but we are in need of gently

used wheelchairs and walkers to replace some of our aging ones. Please
do not drop off any item you wish to donate. If you will please contact Linda
Silvia at 828-773-2166,we will arrange to get them from you. If you are in need
of either of these items you can also contact Linda.

GOLF CARTS
ﬁ special reminder that only licensed drivers should be driving golf

carts in the park. The HOA has had several complaints about

younger visitors driving carts in an irresponsible manner. Please .
advise visitors to follow the speed limit in the park when driving your golf
cart or any vehicle.

A Complete Listing of Resident Services
can be found on the page before your calendar
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VISITOR PETS &

er the Resident Prospectus, visitors are not allowed to bring pets into the
park unless they are a registered Guide dog. Comfort dogs are not included.

AMBER GLADES FACEBOOK PAGE

Get connected to Amber Glades Facebook page. Pictures of events are posted here by

residents and interesting discussions are often seen. Join in and “friend” the Amber
Glades Facebook page. If you are a resident of Amber Glades, you can also join the
Amber Glades Market Place Facebook page to buy and sell items.

POOL DEPTH DIVIDER

ﬁ t no time should the pool’s Depth Divider be removed from the INSIDE of the pool.

This is a direct violation from the Dept of Health. If the Dept. of Health finds the divider
has been removed, the pool WILL BE shut down. Should you have any questions or
concerns, please stop by the office and speak with Samantha or Management. Thank you!

Long/Short Term Car Rentals
PARADISE OMAS ELF

c AR R E NTALS Personal Assistant Services

Including:

3y @ House Keeping W Gardening
$699 /Montﬁ All Cars Sanitized W Shopping @ Pet Care

Special Free Home Delivery @ Errands W Cooking
To Your Front Door W Beauty Services License #CL1290359

exp 5/31/22

"Here to help you relax more
127-442-7777 or 727-224-9885 and worry less!

Email: ParadiseCarRentalsFL@gmail.com (Call or Text)

To schedule your free phone consultation
Call or text

1945 Suﬁ Road 586'777'3254

Clearwater

By Appointment Only’ L | v ? V L} v
We are expanding <(>ur rental fleet. Is)Your Car For Sale? I I! - E 124 ,;I b 3 I I! - E Ly éz

AMBER GLADES ADVOCATE MAY, 2022 N 11




Medical Center Ask Yourself These

A CHENMED COMPANY 1 o Questions.
At Dedicated Senior Medical Center, we're committed to keeping seniors
healthy, happy and at home. We understand these are scary times, but
we're here to help. Dedicated doctors specialize in caring for seniors and

\. Dedicated Senior Have the Right Doctor?
N\

that’s why we make it easy for you to see a doctor.

| Ask yourself: | www.Dedicated.care
1. Is your doctor’s office still open? 7. Are you able to call your doctor anytime, day or night?
2. Have you heard from your doctor in the past two weeks? 8. Do you have any difficulty getting to and from your doctor?

3. Is your doctor personally calling and texting to check on you? 9. Is your doctor helping to make sure you receive all of your
4. Has your doctor called you to explain your risk of coronavirus?  prescription refills?

5. Is your doctor’s office offering doctor phone visits? 10. Is your doctor offering to help you get your medications

6. Does your doctor allow walk-in visits? delivered? Ow A

If you answered no to four or more of these questions,

call us at (727) 260-2651.
50% OFF

PALM HARBOR
, & DUNEDIN

KitcHEN REFACING

1000s of Satisfied Customers Since 1996
New Doors, Matching Laminate & Countertops

| SPECIALIZING N SERVICE | Aed

wa Since
@ 27 Years Experience $5n0x

& Licensed & Insured -0 . |
& Free Estimates DiscouNl RE-FACE IT. LLC.
24 HOUR EMERGENCY SERVICE We are a FULL SERVICE refacing company.

We can also add extra cabinets, pantries,
Q@ State Lic. =
* VISA  £c13002291 29 \

Why Pay Double - When You Can Pay Half
Dosn't Replace 1%...

Have

D

Flutes & Appliques « Islands

and so much more...
www.dunedinelectric.com

Roll-Out Shelves - Wine Racks - Specialty Molding
7731622

www.JustReFacelt.com [} I+

727-804-1689 2
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MOTHER’S DAY BREAKFAST

Sunday May 8th @ 10:00 am

$6 Members/$8 Non-Members
We will be serving Scrambled Eggs, Bacon & Assorted
Pastries, Juice, Coffee
PLEASE BRING PLACE SETTINGS

For Tickets Contact Linda Silvia, 828/773-2166 or Janet Father, 727/474-7978
DEADLINE FOR TICKETS IS MAY 4!

MEMORIAL DAY PICNIC

Saturday, May 28th
4:00 pm — Golf Cart Parade
5:00 pm — Dinner
Bring Meat to Grill & Side to Share
BYOB & Place Setting

AMBER GLADES JANUARY 2023 CRUISE

Did you ever want to traverse the Panama Canal? Here’s your chance to go thru the

Eastern Locks into Gatiin Lake and then return thru the same locks back to the Caribbean
Sea. And, also visit Grand Cayman and Limén, Costa Rico.
HERE’S THE DETAILS.............
CARNIVAL PRIDE -- out of Tampa
8 days -- January 21 -- January 29, 2023
Mary Walsh will be your Vacation Specialist. She is a Dream Vacations’ Franchise Owner.
Her mother, Carol, lives in Amber Glades. Call Mary with questions about this cruise and to
make your reservation. 727-642-1270
Mary promises that we will be getting the best rates. If prices go down after you have
booked and before we sail you will be able to take advantage of this reduction. In fact, Mary
watches for this to happen so you always get the best deal.

At the time of this writing the prices are as follows: - Y |
Balcony Cabin -- $3118 - $3160 per cabin of 2 e e =
Ocean View Cabin -- $2608 per cabin of 2 @\ i

Interior Cabin -- $2308 -- $2358 per cabin of 2
These rates include port fees and taxes and are the total for the 2 persons staying in the
room (NOT each).
Gratuities and Insurance are extra. Mary’s service fee is $19.95 per booking.
As stated above, this price includes port charges and taxes ($355 per person or $710 for
both persons in the cabin). $200 per person of this alone is for the partial transit thru the

Panama Canal. .
continued on page 16
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FREE VIDEO

ROOF INSPECTION

We shoot a detailed VIDEO of

your roof so you can see
EXACTLY what the problems are

Tarpon Pest Control

In service for over 30 years o
“There When You Need Us”

CARPET DRY CLEANING

DRIES IN MINUTES - NOT HOURS

SAFE FOR MOBILE
HOME FLOORS

o Leather Cleaning

Living Rm, Dining
Rm. & Hall .
Includes... $)41_‘ @9) Tile & Grout

*Restrictions Apply

@ * * Truck Mount Steam Available * Insured [}

BILL The CARPET GUY 727-521-4163)

ofioes

at the time of our FREE estimatcl-:;. “Wﬁl oﬁgkrBesthOfl co

For over 3 decades, we have made it our aim to provide the Family Owned & Operated
highest quality mobile home roofing services in our community. '
You can always count on us to give you an honest assesment
_» of your roof. Not only will you get the best experience at a fair
price, you'll also get the best warranty coverage available on
.. the market! Don't risk getting a cheap job or being taken M
advantage of by another company, call us today!

—

Home]Roofing Company,

2973158

L
el

.

MOBILE HOM

« Any kind of
damage to any kind
of floor system.

« Small areas or
whole homes.

« Replacement or
deckover.

Ask About Our
Other Services

[OWNER OPERATOR]

NO SUB-CONTRACTORS

2=

Perfect Repair & Construction, Inc.
@ % State Certified Building Contractor P

FREE ESTIMATES * 539-0852

Licensed and Insured ¢ State License # CBC050061
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(727)

Tours 439-5520

AIR & BUS TOURS Fla. Seller of Travel Ref. No ST43118

Kline Tours is now serving the Florida Gulf Coast!
More great tours are coming departing from St. Petersburg area, Seminole
and Largo. Follow us on Facebook at Kline Tours Florida Gulf Coast.

www.klinetours.net/florida-departures

BLACK HILLS, BADLANDS &
AR RO A MOUNT RUSHMORE TOUR

Wednesday May 18 Sunday- Thursday July
$39 per gersgn 10-14 $2349 per

person (double
4 Hour Casino Stay occupancy) includes

round trip air to Rapid

City from Tampa..
round trip airport transportation, six
meals. Mount Rushmore, Crazy Horse
Monument, Custer State Park the
Badlands, Wall drug Store, tour of
Deadwood, tour of Boot H||I free time

in Rapid City and Dogwood.

NEW ENGLAND FALL FOILAGE TOUR
Monday — Friday October 3-7 5 days/4
nights 51559 per person (double occupancy)
Round trip transportation to Tampa airport,
Round trip air from Tampa to Providence, RI,
motorcoach transportation throughout tour.
4 nights lodging at Holiday Inn Express in Tilton, NH, nine meals
including a Lobster Bake with entertainment, Admission to
Squam Lake Science Center with Animal Encounter and
Pontoon ride,, admission to Castle in the Clouds, Guided Tour
of Kennybunkport and Portland, Walkers Point, Stonewall
Kitchen, Scenic train ride on the W|nnepesaukee Scenic
Railroad with turkey lunch, fully escorted with local tour guide.

ARE YOU PAYING TOO MUCH
FOR AUTO INSURANCE?

Coverages:
Bodily Injury $100,000 Each Pers./ $300,000 Ea. Occur.
Property Damage ....$100,000 Each Occur.

Uninsured Motorist ....$100,000 Each Pers./ $300,000 Ea. Occur.
Pers. Injury Prot.......$10,000 Ea. Person, Wage Loss Excluded
Medical Payments.....$5,000 Each Person

Comprehensive .......ACV - $500 Deductible

Collision ACV - $500 Deductible COMPARE
Road Trouble Serv. ...$50 Each Occurrence

Additional Exp $30 Per Day / $900 Each Occurance
Annual Paid In Full Premium

We Also Offer Mobile Home Insurance
Quote Details: -67 married male, vehicle driven for pleasure use, superior credit, 5 year
clean driving record on all licensed household operators -2019 Chevy Impala LT, garaged
in Pinellas County zip code 33771, equipped with Air-Bags, ABS and Anti-Theft device
*NOTICE: Acceptability of all proposed applicants subject to underwriting approval,
premium rates are subject to change. Rates will vary based on age of operator, driving
record, credit history, garaging address and type of vehicle.

@%%ﬁ Insurance Inc.

* 727-535-0524

Did You Know?

1in 5 Americans will
develop skin cancer
during their lifetime.*

*According to the American Academy of Dermatology.

Call To Schedule Your Free Skin Cancer Screening!

New Patients | Only Offer Expires 6/30/22 | Code - MM

Florida)ermatology:

AND SKIN CANCER CENTERS
EXPERIENCE THE MOHS FELLOWSHIP DIFFERENCE

Grust is mone than sBin deep

www.FLDSCC.com

A\

)y [4]

Belleair | 727.446.6217

609 Indian Rocks Rd., Belleair, FL 33756

Pinellas Park | 727.548.9196

6020 Park Blvd., Pinellas Park, FL 33781
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http://www.mercuryinsurance.com/local/O-E-WILSON-INSURANCE-INC-092348.html
https://fldscc.com/http://

This ship fills up fast because it goes thru the Eastern locks of the canal.

When you are comparing prices of Panama cruises be aware that not all Panama Cruises
actually go thru the locks. Some just stop in Panama and you can then do an excursion to see
the locks.

You can sign up now with a down payment and make payments throughout the year.

GREETINGS FROM THE PLANT LADY
Greetings plant lovers. Today we’re going talk about vines and

climbers for quick cover. To get more mileage out of flowering

landscape, train flowering vines to grow through trees or
shrubs that bloom in a different season. Train late blooming clematis
up the main trunk of a spring blooming rhododendron or even an
evergreen cypress. Your trees or shrubs will appear to be flowering
again come summer.

A dozen vines guaranteed to grow. Create an enchanting garden
wall with climbers that anyone can plant. Keep in mind that vigorous
vines can get out of hand. Curb their growth with regular prunings.
Some of the vines you can consider are climbing hydrangea, clematis,
bitter sweet, Silver fleece flower, hardy kiwi, honeysuckle, Boston ivy, wintercreeper,
Virginia creeper, trumpet vine, and wisteria.

Even the best climbers benefit from having supports. But mounting a trellis or wires flat
against the wall won’t do much good. Hang supports at least 2 inches from the wall. This
leaves enough space for tendrils and man-made ties to wrap around the back for a better grip.

Free supply of plant ties! Save that old string mop, once it’s cleaning days are gone. Cut
the strips off one of them to use those plant ties. They’re soft but strong, with just enough
amount of give. Use them to train your climbing vines up trellis or other support.

Easy to make supports for a while climbers. Not all vines are built for climbing. Some
lack tendrils that twine or suckers that stick. They need help growing vertical but setting
supports and brick, stucco, and Wood can be a lot of work. Simplify things with some silicone
sealant and twist ties. Head to the hardware store for a tube of clear 100% silicone Caulk.
Fish out the extra twist ties you save from packages of garbage bags. Dab a spot of caulk
on each place you want your climbing vine to cling. Then twist the tie in half, and stick the
bottom into the caulk. Do this up the length of the wall you want the climber to cover. Let
the caulk dry then begin tying your vines. Place a vine into each tie and twist. You can spray
paint the ties green or black so they blend in with the plant. When it’s time to prune back the
climber simply untie. Old Velcro trains new vines. Keep your eyes open for Velcro straps.
These often come wrapped around electrical cords and fresh produce. Now they have a new
purpose tying up vines, roses, and other climbers. Best of all you can reuse them time and
time again.

That’s all for this month.

Happy gardening — The Plant Lady — Debra Santee, 843-290-8884

Yaankeegrrl@Gmail.com
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ACG)BSEN CITRUS MEADOWOOD HOMES PROVIDES THE
UTMOST IN QUALITY AND SERVICE THAT YOU

HGMES WOULD EXPECT FROM THE #1 JACOBSEN
HOMES FACTORY DIRECT OUTLET IN FLORIDA.

www.MyJacobsenHomes.com ©%

SchadUlah Toulie 6030 Ulmerton Rd. G Bt
Our Sales & Model Center Clearwater, FL 33760 (727) 535-5262

WE ARE FLORIDA'S #1 RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES PARTNER!

FLORIDA ANCHOR AND BARRIER COMPANY

To our valued customers:

During the current times we wanted to let you know that
we are taking as many precautions as we can to ensure
not only our workers safety but yours as well. We check
workers’ temperatures each morning and have limited
the amount of contact our crews have with each other.
Our crews work in Tyvek suits with respirators which
helps to ensure your safety as well as theirs.

As a company, we want your business and there is no
need for any contact if you so choose. Our business is

deemed an “Essential Business” and we are here for you - - e ——

when you need us. You can schedule your inspection by _ Insulation) & Vapor:Barrier Repairs)

calling 1-800-681-3772. Soft Floor' Repairs; & Laminate Elooring)
FREE ESTIMATES

Wishing you good health and safety, ; 121-330-7821 ]
The Florida Anchor & Barrier Team KRB Toll Free - 800-681-3772 OS82 A
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The fastest recorded raindrop traveled at te
speed of 18 mph?

A blue whale’s heart can weigh up to 2000
pounds?

Australia is home to 11% of the world’s 6,300
reptile species making it the continent with the

most number of reptiles?

Monthly Media
7271817488 |||/}
ity 220 Bahama St

g TGl community receives this
— newsletter for FREE because of
l] these business sponsors!

@monthlymedia or
facebook.com/monthlymedia

When searching for home services, health care providers,
insurance, and almost anything else...CHECK YOUR NEWSLETTER FIRST!

These businesses choose to support your community newsletter
soplease let them know you appreciate them.
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SERVICES DIRECTORY

AIR CONDITIONING SALES/SERVICE
Barron's Air Conditioning 727-784-1603
E & E Gliddon, Inc............. 727-546-4343

Modern A/C Service Co. ........ccceveveeees 727-541-5541
APPLIANCE SALES/SERVICE

Appliance Specialty, Inc....................... 727-520-6002
AUTO BUY/SELL

Bill Your Car GUY......ccoeeeeeveeeeeeeeieeeeeees 727-729-2322

Stingrays Inc (CASH NOW)................. 727-798-2921
AWNINGS

Century Awnings Co. .....coceeeviiiiiiininnns 727-559-8811
CAR RENTAL

Paradise Car Rental............cc.......cc..... 727-224-9885
CARPET CLEANING

Bill the Carpet Guy.......cccceoevveeieiieeiinns 727-521-4163
DERMATOLOGIST

Florida Dermatology & Skin Cancer .... 727-446-6217
DENTIST

J. Timothy Doerner..........cccccceeeeeieenenn.. 727-361-2911
DOCTOR - INTERNAL MEDICINE

Dedicated Senior Medical.................... 727-914-9000
ELECTRICAL CONTRACTOR

Boss Electric Corp. ...cccovvvvvieeeieeiiiiiienes 727-791-1308

Haseney Electrical Services, Inc.......... 727-441-8434

Palm Harbor & Dunedin Electric.......... 727-773-1622
ESTATE SALES

BNG Treasures ........ccceeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeneenns 727-484-0146
FIREARMS

Gun TraderDen ........cccciiiiiiiieeeiines 727-430-9424
FLOOR COVERINGS/RETAIL

S&M Hardwood...........cccceeeeeeiiiiiiiiins 727-623-9842
FLOOR REPAIR

Flatworks. ..., 727-431-6875

Florida Anchor & Barrier Co. ............... 727-330-7821

Perfect Repair & Construction, Inc ...... 727-539-0852
FUNERAL/CREMATION

Coastal Cremations ........cccccceeeevininnae 727-645-6975
GOLF CARTS SALES & SERVICE

Recreational Golf Cars of Florida ........ 727-548-8460
HANDYMAN

Performance Handyman Services........ 727-619-3304

Ron’s Handyman Service .................... 727-657-2491

Sandy’s Interior Solutions .................... 727-786-0220
HOME HEALTHCARE - NON MEDICAL

One Self LLC ... 586-777-3254
INSURANCE: AUTO & MOBILE HOME

O.E. WilSON...coooiiiiieeeee e 727-535-0524
INSURANCE: HEALTH - MEDICARE

Dawn-Rae Crutchfield.......................... 727-499-8461

West Florida Health & Life Insurance .. 727-781-0626
KITCHEN CABINET REFACING
Swailes Re-Face It, LLC....................... 727-804-1689

727-484-7438

sales@monthly-media.c

MANUFACTURED HOME SALES/NEW
Citrus Homes/Meadowood Homes ...... 727-535-5262
MOBILE HOME SUPPLIES - RETAIL

Mobile Home Depot, Inc. ..................... 727-849-4900
MOBILE HOME WASH/WAX

Gulf Coast Power Washing LLC .......... 727-902-3899

Heller's Mobile Home Washing............ 727-733-1166

Wyngarden Mobile Home Wash .......... 727-587-0876
ORGANIZATIONS

Federation of MH Owners (FMO) ........ 727-530-7539
PAINTING/INSIDE & OUTSIDE

Payless Painting Services ................... 727-470-5876
PEST CONTROL

Buggin Out Termite & Pest Control...... 727-535-2629

Nature’s Resource Pest Control .......... 727-785-2552

Tarpon Pest Control .........cccceeeeeeeeeeeen. 727-738-4058
PLUMBING SERVICE

Jones & Sons Plumbing, Inc................ 727-799-0287

Plumbing Patrol, Inc............cccooeeeeeee 727-726-9193

Ray Duncan Plumbing, Inc. ................. 727-733-0968

ROOF COATING
Community Roofing of Florida, Inc ...... 727-536-9999
ROOF REPLACEMENT

All Weather Roofing.......ccccceeeeeiiiniien. 800-297-3758
AMS Advanced MH Systems............... 727-471-0820
ASC Aluminum Specialty Contr. ......... 727-547-8300

ROOF WASHING
Heller's Mobile Home Washing ........... 727-733-1166
TIE DOWNS/MOBILE HOMES

Florida Anchor & Barrier Co................. 727-330-7821
TRAVEL/TOURS

Florida Anchor & Barrier Co................. 727-439-5520
VAPOR BARRIER

Florida Anchor & Barrier Co. ............... 727-330-7821

Precision Vapor Barriers 727-431-6875

Underhome Armor...........cccceevevveeiinnnne 727-282-2045
VINYL SIDING

AMS Advanced MH Systems .............. 727-471-0820

ASC Aluminum Specialty Contr. ......... 727-547-8300

Mitchell Siding.........cuueeeiiiiiiiiiiiiiieees 727-586-6315
WINDOW REPLACEMENT

AMS Advanced MH Systems .............. 727-471-0820

ASC Aluminum Specialty Contr. ......... 727-547-8300

Clear-Vue Windows .........cccccceeeeennnes 727-726-5386

PAYLESS PAINTING SERVICES

Free Estimate C8369

727-470-5876

www.paylesspainting.us

®Xx B
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\ﬁBoss ELECTRIC

EMERGENCY
SERVICE AVAILABLE

* Surge Protection
* Ceiling Fan Wiring

* Panel Upgrade & Repair
FREE ESTIMATES
Diagnosing & repairs will

(791-1308) ooz

Senior & Military DISCOUNTS
www.bosselectriccorp.com

2 \@—/mm m} . Lic. EC13005634 3

Bonded & Insured

Leaving Florida
for the summer?
Don’t miss the summer issues of your

community newsletter. Sign up with Monthly
Media (your community newsletter publisher) to

have your summer issues mailed to you.

It’s Easy as...
1. Decide how many months you’ll be away

from your community
2. Call our office and sign up for the service
for $5 per month flat fee*

*foreign mailing fees may apply: i.e. Canada is $6/month*
3. Get your community newsletter mailed to
your northern address every month!

Monthly Media
220 Bahama Street
Venice, FL 34285
(727) 484-7488

MAYe2022
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Monday

Bingo 6 pm

Koffee

Colorir
Bunco
HOA E
7:00 ¢

Mothers' Day
Breakfast 10 am

Mother’s Day
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15

Bingo 6 pm

16

Koffee

Colorir
Bunco

22

Bingo 6 pm

23

Koffee

Colorir
Bunco

29

Bingo 6 pm
Memorial Day

30

Koffee

Colorir
Bunco
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SUB-FLOOR & FLOORING EXPERTS!

COVID-19 NOTICE:
We are taking as many precautions as we can to ensure not only our workers
FREE

safety but yours as well. We are checking employee temperatures daily, limiting
contact between crews, and offering no customer contact if you choose.
We are an “Essential Business” and here for you when you need us.

i!'llllll

-Floor, Repmrs
A ‘*‘w

Ao

Sub
{

|

1 B Nty — STATE CERTIFIED
Y L N R ' L . - % GENERAL CONTRACTOR
B AR W B SN CGC# 004138
| RN GRS \ S R STATE LICENSED

MOBILE HOME INSTALLER
IH# 102549/1

ARNE W A | ICENSED

INSURED A+ Rated
ST S B, S <& Fri
VISA |pscover [ :

121.330.1821 800. 681 3112 -

11590 US HIGHWAY 19 N CLEARWATER, FLORIDA 33764 @&
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HAVE YOU SUFFERED
FROM WATER OR
FLOOD DAMAGE"

Fully .
Guaranteed i
Property N
Repair Service -

& Floor Repairs \

Call Us for a FREE
NO-PRESSURE No-Obligation Estimate

727-431-6875)
flatworksremodel@yahoo.com
2 FlatWorks |vs: @0 == @
INCORPORATED)  cGc #1511054
Paid advertisement by FLUHS, Inc. d/b/a A&E Services

« Licensed
* Bonded « Insured

I4|r

MOBILE

YOUR MOBILE HOME PARTS WAREHOUSE!

—P 1

* Mobile Home Supplies * RV Accessories * Aluminum Products
B\ Do) It Yourself & Save!

* Largo - 13777 66th Street North - 535-1100
* New Port Richey - 7118 U.S. Hwy. 19 « 849-4900

p—| Store Hours: M - F 8-5 + Sat. 9-3
@L q- www.mobilehomedepot.net

Where the
Plumbing Bird

RECREATIONAL
GOLF CARTS

CLEAN USED & NEW CARTS
= Buy ¢ Sell * Trade 7
Repair + All Brands

(18 ears at the Same Location )

Lowest Prices on
Batteries, Labor Rates,
Motor Repairs, High Speeding, & Service

BEWARE of “Extra Charges”
and over-charges for repairs
Just give us a call!!

REWARD!
We pay cash for any leads of
carts for sale that we purchase

FREE Charger Check Up

\_Chargers diagnosed/evaluated while you wait in most cases /

$S$ OFF Coupons NEVER
needed to get the lowest prices on any

carts with the best warranty!
We now offer financing with great rates!

Highest Prices paid for any

used carts, even just for parts.
Quality of carts is better than quantity of carts!

WE BUY JUNK GOLF CART BATTERIES!

8801 66th Street North ¢ Pinellas Park
@ Between Brian Dairy & Park Blvd. (2.8 miles south of Uimerton Rd.

% OPEN on-Fi s00-400 548-8460

PLUMBING SERVICES

Says-- Specializing in Mobile Homes for Over 35 Years!

Family Owned & Operated

| Water Heaters + Toilets » Drain Clogs » Leaks N
Sinks « Faucets « Disposals « RePipes ot

JONESJ \*SONS
AC 1428749

= M
L fm’; gggffeaa’:lj; Lower Prices! .7/2 7/".7/9)9\ W&j www.jonesandsons-plumbing.com

23
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J. TIMOTHY DOERNER D.D.S.

smiles. start. here.

- General Dentistry

- Cosmetic Dentistry

- Emergency Dentistry
- Invisalign®

- Dental Implants, Crowns, Bridges & More!
- Root Canals and Removable Appliances

- Get rid of or improve existing dentures!

- Financing options are available'

S99 sS150°F

New Patient Special? Dental Services?®

Call 727.361.2911 to schedule an appointment

1. Valid photo ID, checking account, and monthly auto payments required to get financing on approved credit. 2. $99 Offer ARV Exam $92 (ADA Code 150). ARV Digital ¥-rays $146 (ADA Code 210) ARV Regular Cleaning $84 (ADA Code D1110). New cash
patients only. May be future costs based on diagnosis. 3. $150 off dental services when you purchase services with the purchase of $500 or more. Valid once per person. Offer is not redeemable for cash or credit. Valid on non-covered services. Not valid
on services for which reimbursement s limited due to deductibles, maximums, co-insurance, or other insurance restrictions. Offers are subject to change and treatment must be rendered by 12/31/21. THE PATIENT AND ANY OTHER PERSON RESPONSIBLE
FOR PAYMENT HAS A RIGHT TO REFUSE TO PAY, CANCEL PAYMENT, OR BE REIMBURSED FOR PAYMENT FOR ANY OTHER SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT THAT IS PERFORMED AS A RESULT OF AND WITHIN 72 HOURS OF RESPONDING TO THE
ADVERTISEMENT FOR THE FREE, DISCOUNTED FEE, OR REDUCED FEE SERVICE, EXAMINATION, OR TREATMENT. Castle 1st Dental Care, P.A., Keum Park, DMD Lic. #DN15469 ©2020 Smile Brands Inc. Al rights reserved

VINYL SIDING

John Haseney Haseney Electrical Services, Inc.
Complete Mobile Home Service 36 Years Pinellas County ~ * License #EC 13001677

”w @ ﬁip
Matees the Difference”

wAAitchelle Top Quality
Work At

SLlic APl WE BUY! TREASURE

TED

RPOR:

ESTATES | COLLECTIONS | HEIRLOOMS | VALUABLES

Antique, Vintage, Estate, New & Fine Pre-Owned Jewelry
: Vintage Costume Jewelry * Designer Signed Jewelry
. Llcensed & Insured Antique Pocket Watches * Vintage & Modern Wristwatches
Aluminum Contractor « PCCLB #C-7812 i i

Coins & Coin Collections, Collectibles, Militaria, Swords & More
Sterling Silver Flatware, Tea Sets, Jewelry & Silver Bars
Precious Metals * Scrap Gold * Diamonds & Diamond Jewelry
Antique & Antiquities, Bronzes & Fine Arts, Artifacts & Relics

FREE APPRASISALS! - WE COME TO YoU!
TOPS pAIDl - LAl Nowt ('727) 484-0146

1115 Ponce de’Leon Blvd. Suite D2 - Clearwater, FL 33756
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DEADLINE FOR JUNE NEWSLETTER is May 8, 2022. Please email to patt74429@
yahoo.com or drop off your articles to Pat Peterman at Lot 205. Thank you.

Block Captains Chair
Kathy Opel, Lot 281, 210-417-2060
Bearley, Linda #6 128-154 618-709-3388
Budney, Pat #399 383-403 727-385-5724
D’Amico, Joe #111 77-93, 36-56 727-463-3952
DesJardins, Sharon #438 94-107, 425-440 727-488-7422
Feather, Janet #34 23-34, 288, 404-440 727-474-7978
Goldberg, Patty #366 325-339. 366-382 727-265-9744
Heath. Cindy #304  239-252 267-994-1565
Johnson, Liz #263 253-265 618-791-6555
LaFountain, Jackie #44 308-324 802-342-6604
Lopez, Iris #17 4,21,287,412-418 727-669-8053
Ludden, Janet #12 57-76 260-704-0218
Misselwitz, Mary Ann #293  289-307 727-724-4788
Mulaly, Dorothy #115 108-127 727-417-0396
Heath, Cindy #304 325-339 210-417-2060
Peterman, Pat #205 183-210 618-960-9284
Richards, Lori #157 340-356 802-558-1379
Silvia, Linda #240  266-286 828-773-2166
Smith, Lou #238 357-365, 3, 155-182 217-836-4722
Zarr, Alice #219  211-238 727-614-9128

Activity Chairpersons 2021-2022

Bingo Chair Donna Miller #434 727-724-0306
Bingo Co-Chair Dave Karns #337 727-723-0346
Block Capt. Chairperson Kathy Opel #291 210-417-2060
Color Your Heart Out Sharon Kachinski #13 727-725-3745
Crafts/Needlecrafts/Hobbies Faye Rahrig #239 419-277-2753
FMO Representative Norm Goldberg #366 215-913-4877
Library Jackie LaFountain =~ #44 802-342-6604
Library Rose Hendershot #26 727-641-7309
Kitchen Manager Rose Hendershot #26 727-641-7309
Line Dancing Jan Fether #34 727-474-7978
Media Guide Pat Peterman #205 618-960-9284
Sunshine Committee Beverly Whitstine ~ #27 727-796-7861
Welcome Committee Cheryl Yauch #93 727-415-3355
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Attention: Manufactured /Mobile Home Owners

. Federation of Manufactured

L FMOY Home Owners of Florida, Ind.
STAND STRONGER TOGETHER: JOIN FMO NOW!
Since 1962, FMO has been working on your behalf,
here are some of the highlights:

e Creating FL Statute 723- protecting you from
abusive park owners.
e Creating the Tie-Down program— protecting your
home from wind damage.
* Preventing sales tax from being added to your rent
payments.
Our membership dues are only $25 annually
or $65 for 3 years.
The stronger our numbers, the louder our voices are
in Tallahassee! We need you! Numbers Count!
Call us or download an application from www.FMO.ORG

Federation of Manufactured Home Owners of Florida, Inc.
325 John Knox Road, L103, Tallahassee, FL 32303

850-205-5642 www.FMO.org

FaceBook- FMO —FIoridaA

MOBILE HOME

WASHING

Protect Your Health!
Eliminates Mold & Mildew

Ay 7 _0' Awnings, Carports

: N/ & Screen Rooms

=V, ' Included
ANY/SIZE

Cleaning also available for...
* Driveways * Patios *» Walks

Ron Wyngarden INSURED

2 4 587-0876

Appliance Specialty,,inc
_

FRE Service Call
with Repair

* Refrigerators

* Microwaves

* Ranges

* Freezers

* Cooktops

* Disposals

* Wine Coolers

* Dishwashers

* Wall Ovens » Washer/Dryers ¢ Icemakers
* GE * Sears
* Whirlpool
* Frigidaire
& Many others

MAJOR APPLIANCE L=2
REPAIR SPECIALIST pecover

727-520-6002 » 727-441-8172

@® K - Licensed & Insured + 42+ Years Exp.

EXPERIENCE COUNTS!
Sandy Faulkner
% 24 yrsyexpgrience

working with

Now representing multiple companies including
AETNA « UNITED HEALTHCARE
BAYCARE * AARP SUPPLEMENTS

Call now for free consultation

West Florida Health & Life Insurance PL @

(727) 781-0626 D¢
sandy@wflins.com H
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INSIST on 8 ft, WIDE VAPOR BARRIER for a SEAMLESS FIT!

Insulation Under Your Home Falling Down?

Holes and Tears in Your
Vapor /Moisture Barrier?

UNDER HOME F G
INSPECTION 2%

3L Only with this COUPON "
14 I I o

BRhotographs
[Takenfof

COVID-19 NOTICE: i 5}5@9

Our crews work in Tyvek suits with 7 ehepmhii ]

respirators which helps to ensure A Insulation and

your safety as well as theirs.

Vapor Barrier Repairs

* Lifetime Vapor Barrier * Guaranteed for Life
* Prevent Soft Floors * Keep Mold, Mildew, Rats, Snakes, Spiders, Ants,
Roaches and Moisture OUT of Your House! « Lower Your Electric Bills

Llcensed b the FREE ESTIMATES
e 127-330-7821 LI
SENIOR Fam:ly Owned
Toll Free - 800-681-3772 |scouu1- % Operated
BEB. BUS'NES ~ «Insured * Bonded * Workman's Compensation Insurance
VISA msover | * Member: National Association of Mold Professionals

nomm ANCHOR AND BARRIER COMPANY

® % 11590 U.S. Highway 19 North « Clearwater » FL 33764 [
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CLEAR-VUE, Inc.

For the finest in Vinyl, Glass, & Acrylic Windows
Serving Tampa Bay for 47 years

g Great Free Estimatesn 1

We install and custom make Enclosures, New Screen Rooms, Lanais, & Florida Rooms
We re-vinyl your windows and doors!
Replace your windows with new & improved Hurricane Impact Windows and Doors
Need new screens? Call us!

We are located at 905 Delaware St.
Safety Harbor, FL 34695

Toll Free: 1-800-962-8813 or 727-726-5386

clearvuewindows.net H

’ ACCREDITED
al r , D15couNT BBE. BUSINESS

Air Conditioning & Heatmg = - §i

License # RA0058337 / CAC1817291 ¢ Insured * Bonded

""Service is Our Specialty"

Comforimaker

@ We Service www.BarronsAC.com

2 evoses 127=-784-1603
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P IPIPIPIPIPIPIP PP P
A LITTLE SICK HUMOR

woman told her friend, “I feel like my body has gotten totally out 7 ~
-z S of shape, so | got my doctor’s permission to join a fitness club and
start exercising.” She said, “So, I decided to take an aerobics class @
for seniors. I bent, twisted, gyrated, jumped up and down, and perspired for an
hour. But by the time I got my leotards on, the class was already over.”
A retired man now volunteers to entertain patients in assisted living homes and hospitals.
He visited one hospital in Brooklyn and brought along his portable keyboard. After telling
jokes and singing songs at patients’ bedsides, he said farewell and, “T hope you get better.” One
elderly gentleman replied, “I hope you get better, too.”
If my body were a car, I would trade it for a newer model. Every time I cough, sputter, or
sneeze, my radiator leaks and my exhaust backfires.
So how do you console an English teacher? There, their, they’re
Do not let them take your temperature going into the grocery store — It’s a scam. They’re
erasing your memory. [ went for bread and eggs and came home with Blue Bell Ice Cream
and Snickers!!

10 Social Security Myths That Refuse to Die

by Andy Markowitz, AARP, Updated March 24, 2022

The program is going broke, the retirement age is 65, and other common
misconceptions

ocial Security is enormous and complex, paying out nearly $100 billion

a month to some 65 million retirees, people with disabilities and their

family members. It's wildly popular, supported by more than 90 percent P
of U.S. adults across the political spectrum, according to a 2020 AARP - B
survey. And it's critical to older Americans’ financial health, with 4 in 5 of : “
those polled expecting to rely on Social Security during their later years.

Given Social Security's importance, concerns about its current and future

state are understandable and widespread. Some of those worries, and the many changes to the
program in its 86-year history, have given rise to misconceptions about how it is funded and
how it works. Here are the facts behind 10 of the most stubborn Social Security myths.

Myth #1: Social Security is going broke

The facts: As long as workers and employers pay payroll taxes, Social Security will not run
out of money. It's a pay-as-you-go system: Revenue coming in from FICA (Federal Insurance
Contributions Act) and SECA (Self-Employed Contributions Act) taxes largely cover the
benefits going out.

Social Security does face funding challenges. For decades it collected more than it paid
out, building a surplus that stood at $2.9 trillion at the end of 2020. But the system is starting to
pay out more than it takes in, largely because the retiree population is growing faster than the
working population, and living longer. Without changes in how Social Security is financed, the

surplus is projected to run out in 2034.
continued on page 30
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Even then, Social Security won't be broke. It will still collect tax revenue and pay benefits.
But it will only bring in enough to pay 78 percent of scheduled benefits, according to the
latest estimate. To avoid that outcome, Congress would need to take steps to shore up Social
Security's finances, as it did in 1983, the last time the program nearly depleted its reserves. The
steps then included raising the full retirement age (see Myth #2), increasing the payroll tax rate
and introducing an income tax on benefits (see Myth #8).

Myth #2: The Social Security retirement age is 65

The facts: Full retirement age, or FRA — the age when a worker qualifies to file for 100
percent of the benefit calculated from lifetime earnings history — is 66 and 2 months for
people born in 1955 and 66 and 4 months for people born in 1956. Over the next several years
it will increase by two months at a time, settling at 67 for those born in 1960 and after.

The 65 threshold is a longtime Social Security truth that became a myth. When Social
Security was created in 1935, 65 was set as the age of eligibility. In later decades the minimum
eligibility age was lowered to 62, when people could claim a reduced benefit, but 65 remained
the standard for full retirement.

That changed with the 1983 overhaul, which raised the retirement age to reduce Social
Security's costs. The increase is being phased in over time; 2002 was the last year in which
people turning 65 could claim their full benefit.

Myth #3: The annual COLA is guaranteed

The facts: Since 1975, Social Security law has mandated that benefit amounts be adjusted
annually to keep pace with inflation. But there is no requirement that this cost-of-living
adjustment (COLA) produce a yearly increase.

The COLA is tied to a federal index of prices for select consumer goods and services
called the CPI-W. Benefits are adjusted annually based on changes in the CPI-W from the third
quarter of one year to the third quarter of the next. In 2021, the index showed a 5.9 percent
increase in prices, so benefits are 5.9 percent higher in 2022.

But if the index doesn't show a statistically measurable rise in prices — if there's effectively
no inflation — then there's no adjustment to benefits. This has happened three times since the
current formula was adopted, in 2010, 2011 and 2016. Whether or not it produces a benefit
increase, this process is automatic; it does not involve the president or Congress. They would
have to take separate action to change the COLA.

Myth #4: Members of Congress don't pay into Social Security

The facts: A common complaint about Social Security is that members of Congress don't
bother fixing the program because it doesn't cover them. Actually, it does. Members of Congress
came under the Social Security umbrella in 1984, along with the rest of the federal workforce,
as part of the sweeping changes to the program enacted the previous year.

Before that, senators and representatives did not pay into Social Security and were instead
fully covered by a pension plan called the Civil Service Retirement System (CSRS). Those in
office on Jan. 1, 1984, were allowed to remain in CSRS, but only in conjunction with Social
Security. (If you're curious, two senators and four House members remain from those days.)

Those elected since are covered by Social Security as well as a pension program that
continued on page 33
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replaced CSRS. Either way, members of Congress pay into Social Security just like most
American workers.

Myth #5: The government raids Social Security to pay for other programs

The facts: The two trust funds that pay out Social Security benefits — one for retirees and
their survivors, the other for people with disabilities — have never been part of the federal
government's general fund. Social Security is a separate, self-funded program. The federal
government does, however, borrow from Social Security.

Here's how: Social Security's tax revenue is, by law, invested in special U.S. Treasury
securities. As with all Treasury bonds, the federal government can spend the proceeds on a
variety of programs. But as with all bondholders, Treasury has to pay the money back, with
interest. Social Security redeems the securities to pay benefits.

This borrowing fuels the notion that the government is raiding or even stealing from Social
Security and leaving it with nothing but IOUs. But the government has always made full
repayment, and the interest increases Social Security's assets, to the tune of $76.1 billion in
2020.

Myth #6: Undocumented immigrants drain Social Security

The facts: Some have blamed problems with Social Security's financial health on
undocumented immigrants draining the system's resources. It's a popular complaint, but a false
one. Noncitizens who live and work in the U.S. legally can qualify for Social Security under
the same terms as native-born and naturalized Americans, but undocumented people are not
allowed to claim benefits.

There is evidence that undocumented workers actually improve Social Security's bottom
line. Some do obtain Social Security numbers under false pretenses, and payroll taxes are
withheld from their wages even though they are not eligible to later collect benefits. A report
by Social Security actuaries said that undocumented immigrants made a net contribution of
around $12 billion to the program in 2010 and that their earnings would likely continue to
“benefit the financial status” of Social Security.

Myth #7: Social Security is like a retirement savings account

The facts: The government does not stow your payroll tax contributions in a personal
account for you, to be paid out with interest when you retire. Your benefit is based on how
much money you earned over your working life, not on how much you paid into the system.
As noted above, those contributions fund benefits for current retirees (and their survivors, and
people with disabilities). When you retire, those still working will cover your benefits, and so
on.

You might think of it less like saving for retirement — there are other vehicles for that —
and more like an earned benefit the government promises to pay so you have at least some
income in your later years. Emphasis on “some": Contrary to another common misperception,
Social Security is not meant to replace your entire work income. On average, it provides about
40 percent of a beneficiary's preretirement earnings. The formula for calculating benefits is
weighted so that they replace a larger percentage of income for lower-wage workers and a
lower percentage for upper-income earners.

continued on page 34
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Myth #8: You don't pay taxes on Social Security benefits

The facts: This was true until 1984. The Social Security overhaul passed by Congress and
signed by President Ronald Reagan the year before included a provision that made a portion of
Social Security benefits taxable, depending on your income level.

You will pay federal income tax on up to 50 percent of your benefits if your income for the
year is $25,000 to $34,000 for an individual filer and $32,000 to $44,000 for a couple filing
Jointly. Above those thresholds, up to 85 percent of benefits are taxable. Below them, you don't
owe the IRS anything on your benefits. (Roughly speaking, Social Security counts as income
the money you get from work, pensions and investments; nontaxable interest; and half of your
Social Security benefits.)

You might also owe state taxes on your Social Security income if you live in Colorado,
Connecticut, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, Rhode Island,
Vermont, Utah or West Virginia. Their rules on taxing benefits vary widely; contact your state
tax agency to learn more.

Myth #9: An ex-spouse's benefits come out of your own

The facts: If you are divorced, your former spouse may be eligible to
collect Social Security benefits on your earnings record (and vice versa). As
with benefits for a current spouse, these can be up to 50 percent of the benefit
amount you are entitled to at full retirement age.

But those ex-spouse (or spouse) benefits don't reduce your Social
Security. They are distinct payments and have no effect on what you receive
each month, even if both a current and a former spouse (or multiple former
spouses) are collecting them. You get the benefit you're entitled to, based on
your earnings history and the age when you file for Social Security.

Myth #10: You lose benefits permanently if you keep working

The facts: Social Security does have a rule, called the "earnings limit" or “earnings test,”
that can temporarily reduce the benefits of people who still work. But it doesn't apply to all
working beneficiaries and is not permanent.

The rule only covers people who claim benefits before full retirement age and continue
working. In this circumstance, Social Security withholds a portion of benefits if earnings from
work exceed a set cap, which changes every year and differs depending on how close you are
to full retirement age.

In 2022, your benefit is reduced by $1 for every $2 in income above $19,560, if you won't
hit full retirement age until 2022 or later. If you will reach FRA in 2022, the formula is $1 less
in benefits for every $3 in earnings above $51,960. On the date when you hit FRA, the earnings
test goes away — there's no benefit reduction, regardless of your income. Social Security also
adjusts your benefit upward so that over time, you recoup the money that was withheld.

Editor's note: This article, originally published Aug. 25, 2020, has been updated with more
recent information.

Andy Markowitz is a contributing writer and editor for AARP, covering Social Security and
fraud. He is a former editor of The Prague Post and Baltimore City Paper.
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-Monthly Media Staff
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3. Mail it back to us at: Monthly Media | 220 Bahama St. Venice, Fl 34285
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WARN | N G FROM THE PINELLAS COUNTY CONSTRUCTION BOARD
IF YOU HIRE IT'S AGAINST THE LAW

HANDYMAN IN YOUR PARK ; ) .
« NEIGHBOR * FRIEND * RELATIVE The Pinellas County Construction Board requires everyone to be tested and have

NON-LICENSED PERSON $300,000.00 of insurance. If you hire a non-licensed person you are subject to a
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Scott Barker
Professional Housing Consultant
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Specializing in New & Pre-Owned Homes
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